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E2 Forecasting and Writeback  30 min 

Build a blank 2026 forecast measure, populate it using Statistical Forecasting from 24 months of historical actuals, 

bring in January 2026 actuals as they land, close the period and extend the horizon, reforecast the newly opened 

January 2027 period, then commit the forecast to the Fabric SQL database. 

 

Part 1 Create the Rolling Forecast  

Set up a Rolling Forecast sheet anchored on 2024 and 2025 actuals, then create a blank Forecast 2026 measure 

ready to be populated.  

 

1. Set up the Forecast sheet  

i. In the Acme_Beverages_Plan app created in E1, create a new Planning sheet named Forecast. 

Configure rows as Category → Brand, columns as the date hierarchy (Year → Quarter Name → Month 

Short Name), and Values as Gross Revenue. 
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ii. Apply a 2024 and 2025 year filter in the side bar. Enable Column Sub Total on the left. 

 

2. Create the Forecast measure 

i. Navigate to the Model ribbon and select Forecast. 

 

ii. The Insert Forecast Measure dialog box opens. Enter Measure Name as Forecast and select Forecast 

Period as Jan 2026 to Dec 2026. Click Next.  
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iii. In the Closed Periods screen, select Link to Measure and Source Measure as Gross Revenue. Click 

Next. 
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iv. In the Open Periods screen, select Data Input and Default Value as None. Click Save.  

 

v. Observe that the forecasts for 2024 and 2025 are greyed out, indicating that the years are closed. 

Expand the 2026-year header to see the open forecast periods, which are empty and ready for 

forecasting.  
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vi. Collapse the row headers to the Category level so it is easy to examine the category level values.  

 

 

Part 2 Generate Statistical Forecast  

With 24 months of historical actuals in place, run Statistical Forecast across the full Jan–Dec 2026 horizon. The model 

uses Trend Decomposition with MSTL to detect seasonal patterns across annual and quarterly cycles and generates 

a complete year of forecasted values in one pass. 

 

3. Run the forecast 

i. Click the cell at the intersection of the All row and the Forecast sub total column for 2026. In the Model 

ribbon, click Predict.  
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ii. The Predict dialog opens. Use the lock icon to freeze the row and measure selection after confirming - 

Select Row = Grand Total and Select Measure = Forecast. Confirm the following default selections: 

• Historic Data Range: Jan 2024 – Dec 2025 

• Forecast Date Range: Jan 2026 – Dec 2026 

 

iii. Configure the forecast as follows: 

• Confidence: 90% (Indicates the level of certainty that the actual value will fall within the 

predicted range) 

• Growth Factor: 4%  

• Evaluation: Bottom Up 

• Round all negative values to zero: No 
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iv. Under Choose Algorithm, confirm Trend Decomposition with MSTL is selected. It is the best fit for 

beverage sales data where patterns repeat at both the annual and quarterly levels. 

 

v. Under Customize Algorithm, tick both Year and Quarter under Set Seasonality. This tells the model to 

detect and account for patterns at both cycle levels simultaneously. Click Run Forecast. 

 

vi. The forecast preview appears. Historical data is shown in grey, while predicted values are shown in 

green, with the confidence range shown as green shading in the background. Below the graph, you can 

also see the values in a tabular format. Click Save Forecast. 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

  

  

  
Fabric Planning — Training Guide v0726      Page 8 of 29 

 

 

vii. In the Save to forecast measure dialog, ensure Select measure is Forecast and Date range is Jan 2026 

– Dec 2026. Click Save. 
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viii. The statistical forecast has been created with values calculated at the most granular level of the row 

and column hierarchies, then aggregated up to higher levels. 

 

 

Part 3 Close the Period, Extend, and Reforecast  

As January 2026 actuals land, close the period to lock them in and automatically extend the forecast horizon by a 

month. With the newly opened January 2027 period now in view, reforecast it — seeding from January 2026 actuals 

and applying a growth assumption. 

 

4. Reveal January 2026 Actuals 

i. In the sidebar, click Filter → edit the existing year filter → add 2026 alongside 2024 and 2025.  
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ii. Expand the column headers and compare the two January 2026 values side by side: Forecast: 

$1,540M — the value generated in Part 2 — against Gross Revenue: $1,552M — the actual January 

figure. Once step 5 is complete, January 2026's Forecast value will be replaced automatically with the 

Gross Revenue actuals. 

 

5. Close January and Extend the Forecast 

i. Navigate to the Model ribbon and click on Close Period. 

 

ii. Close period dialog opens. Click on the Close period till dropdown. Scroll down and click on Custom. 

Ensure the selected period is Jan 2026. Tick Extend Forecast Range and ensure Duration = 1 Month 

— this maintains a continuous 12-month forward window as January closes, Jan 2027 is added to the 

horizon. Click Preview.  
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iii. Confirm Close Period dialog opens. Verify: Closed Period = Jan 2024 - Jan 2026, Open Period starts 

Feb 2026, Forecast horizon extends to Jan 2027. Click Save. 

 

iv. Close period is updated. Observe that Jan 2026 is populated with Actual Gross Revenue and greyed 

out, indicating a closed period.   
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v. Also note that the forecast horizon automatically extends to Jan 2027. 

 

6. Seed Jan 2027 with Jan 2026 actuals 

i. Navigate to the Model ribbon and click on Reforecast Column. 

 

ii. Reforecast dialog opens. Configure as follows: 

• Target period - Jan 2027 – Jan 2027 

• Copy Source - Gross Revenue   
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• Apply Operation - Period Range 

• Source Periods – Jan 2026 – Jan 2026 

• Click Apply. 

 

iii. January 2027 is now seeded from January 2026 actuals ($1,552M), giving the team a realistic baseline 

for the extended forecast horizon. 
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7. Apply a growth assumption to Jan 2027 

i. Double-click the Jan 2027 Grand total cell, enter +4%, and click the check mark. 

 

ii. Confirm January 2027 is now populated at $1,615M. 

 

 

Part 4 Writeback  

With the forecast finalized, commit Forecast to the Fabric SQL database by adding a writeback destination, exploring 

the writeback settings, running writeback, then verifying the results directly in the database and reviewing the logs. 
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8.  Add a writeback destination  

i. Go to the Writeback ribbon and click Add destination. 

 

ii. Create destination dialog box opens. Provide the writeback configuration as follows: 

• Select connection – Select the DB connection (Created in Exercise 1 Part 1) 

• Database name – Select Acme_Beverages (Created in Exercise 1 Part 1) 

• Ensure schema is dbo 

• Table name – Forecast 

 

• Decimal Precision – 2 
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• Text Length – leave it as 512; though it can be customized.  

After configuring the settings, click Add. 

 

iii. Once the destination has been added successfully, a message is shown. 

 

9. Configure writeback settings  

i. In the Writeback ribbon, click Settings.  
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ii. The Settings panel opens with four tabs — General, Data, Destinations, and Advanced. 

 

iii. In the General tab, review the four writeback types by clicking the information icon next to each: 

 

a. Long  
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b. Wide  
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c. Long with Changes  

 

d. Wide with Changes  
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iv. Select Long with Changes. When you change the writeback type, the configured writeback destination 

will be turned off. A warning message regarding this will pop up. Click Proceed.  

 

v. Use the toggle under Manage to switch on the destination again. 

 

vi. Go back to Settings. The Filter type option controls which data gets written back to the destination. 

We’ll leave it as None.  
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a. None — writes back the entire scenario without filtering 

b. Data with Comments only — writes back only cells that contain comments (Long type only) 

c. Calculated rows only — writes back only calculated rows and any notes added to them 

vii. Let’s quickly look at the other options available: 

a. Date Key configuration lets you add date keys to the writeback table during writeback.  

b. Decimal Precision defines the number of digits after the decimal point. This was decided in step 

8.ii when adding the destination. 

c. Text field length is by default 512 characters for all string columns. This can be customized 

when adding the writeback destination in step 8.ii. 

 

 

Note:  Confirm Writeback Type is set to Long with Changes. 

10. Explore the remaining settings tabs  

i. Click the Data tab. This is where you choose which measures to write back if you have multiple 

measures in a sheet. Uncheck Gross Revenue. You can also enable automatic writeback and set 

the auto writeback event delay here. 
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ii. Click the Destinations tab — the destination configured in step 8 appears here. Multiple destinations 

can be added and managed from this tab. 
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iii. Click the Advanced tab - three options are available here: 

 

a. Validate writeback columns — Cannot be empty can be used to exclude null cells, or Enter 

formula to define a condition that must evaluate to true for a cell to be written back.  

 

b. Enable Prevent writeback toggle prevents writeback when validation fails. This is enabled only 

when a validation rule has been configured. 
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c. Rename writeback columns — Custom column names can be assigned to the writeback table 

instead of using the source dataset names. Click Rename Writeback Column to explore the 

column rename dialog box.  

 

Close the dialog box and the Settings panel. 

11. Perform writeback 

i. In the Writeback ribbon, click the Writeback option. 
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ii. Within a few seconds, a confirmation pop-up displaying Writeback Completed appears, indicating 

that the forecast has been successfully written back to the Acme_Beverages SQL database. 

 

12. View the writeback tables in DB 

i. Navigate back to your folder in the training workspace and select the SQL Database. 

 

ii. Expand Acme_Beverages → dbo → Tables and click the Forecast table.  
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iii. You can see a preview of the table. The forecast has been successfully written back.  

 

13. Explore the logs 

i. In the Writeback ribbon, click Logs.  

 

ii. Writeback logs tab opens. You can view details such as status, duration, the person who performed the 

writeback, the measures that got saved, and the writeback type. 
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Part 5 Bringing the Forecast into Power BI  

The forecast built in Fabric Planning doesn't have to stay in Planning. With the data written back to the Fabric SQL 

database, it becomes available as a standard data source for any Power BI report. This part shows how to connect to 

the writeback table and build a simple Forecast vs Prior Year comparison in Power BI Desktop.  

14.  Add the Forecast table to the semantic model 

i. Navigate to your training folder and open the Acme_Beverages semantic model. 

 

ii. In the semantic model editor, click Get Data → SQL Server. 

 

 

iii. The Connect to data source dialog opens. Enter the following values — the server and database strings 

can be found by navigating to the Acme_Beverages SQL database in your training folder → Settings → 

Connection strings → ADO.NET tab: 

• Server: the value shown after Server= in the connection string 

• Database: the value shown after Database= in the connection string 

• Connection name: rename to Acme_Beverages_SQL (the default name is the full server string and 

will be truncated) 

• Data gateway: select None 

• Authentication kind: Organizational account → click Sign in and authenticate with your credentials 

• Click Next. 

 

iv. In the Navigator, expand Acme_Beverages → dbo. Select the Forecast table and click Load. 

 

v. The Forecast table now appears in the Data pane alongside the existing semantic model tables. 

 

15. Define the relationship 
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i. Navigate to Model view. Draw a relationship between the Forecast table and the existing date table — 

connect on the date key column. 

 

ii. Draw a relationship between the Forecast table and the Category dimension table — connect on 

Category. 

 

 

iii. Confirm both relationships are active. 

 

16. Build the comparison visual 

i. In the semantic model editor, click New Report to open a blank report canvas. 

 

ii. Add a Line and Clustered Column Chart to the canvas. 

 

iii. Configure as follows: 

• X Axis: Month Short Name 

• Column values: Gross Revenue (prior year actuals) 

• Line values: Forecast 

• Legend: Category 

 

 

iv. Observe that the Forecast values generated in Fabric Planning are now sitting directly alongside the 

actuals in a Power BI visual — no rebuild, no migration, no duplication of effort. 
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Outcomes 

✓ Rolling Forecast sheet built with 2024–2025 actuals and a blank Forecast measure covering Jan–Dec 2026. 

✓ Statistical Forecast run bottom-up across the full Jan–Dec 2026 horizon using 24 months of actuals — Trend 

Decomposition with MSTL algorithm, 4% growth factor. 

✓ January 2026 actuals revealed and compared against the forecasted value ($1,544M forecast vs $1,552M 

actual). 

✓ January 2026 closed — actuals locked in, forecast horizon extended to Jan 2027. 

✓ January 2027 seeded from January 2026 actuals ($1,552M) and reforecast at $1,615M with a 4% growth 

assumption. 

✓ Writeback destination configured — Forecast table in Acme_Beverages, Long with Changes format. 

✓ Forecast written back to the SQL database and verified in the Forecast table. 

✓ Writeback logs reviewed — status, duration, writeback type, measures, and user confirmed. 

 


